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Stand Up Nashville Urges Governor of Tennessee to Veto State Bill Expanding Policing of 
Immigrants Workers 

  

Stand Up Nashville calls upon Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam to veto a bill that allows police 
to act as immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents, increasing racial profiling of all 

people of color at worksites and eroding the rights of all working families in our state. 
  

Nashville, TN – Stand Up Nashville represents tens of thousands of Nashville residents through 
our coalition of labor unions, community groups, and neighborhood organizations. Today, we 
stand alongside local community and labor groups to urge Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam 
(TN-R) to veto House Bill 2315, which would empower local law enforcement agents--including 
school security and campus police to act as Immigration agents. 

During Nashville’s building boom, we have seen workers regardless of immigration status face 
exploitation and unsafe working conditions; that have led to countless injuries and deaths on 
the job. Nashville’s workforce should be supported to Stand Up and speak out against unsafe 
and unjust conditions. Last year we saw workers from all walks of life, take to the streets to 
protest wage theft, safety violations, and abusive treatment. But this bill, if it becomes law, will 
exacerbate a climate of fear and a mistrust that drive workers into the shadows and into 
silence, guaranteeing more abuse and unsafe worksites.  
 
“No worker should have to choose between putting their safety at risk and keeping their family 
together. Bills like HB 2315 have a ripple effect throughout the community that affect us all. 
When one population of workers are subject to wage theft, low wages, and abuse, that brings 
standards down for everyone,” says Anne Barnett, Co-Chair of Stand Up Nashville.  
  
Governor Haslam has until May 22 to veto HB 2315 before it becomes law. We urge the 
Governor to show great leadership and do what is right by our communities by vetoing this bill. 
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