
 
 
 
 
May 2, 2018 
 
Governor Bill Haslam 
1st Floor, State Capitol 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
cc:  Attorney General Herbert Slatery, III 
 
VIA USPS AND EMAIL 
 
 RE:  HB2315 / SB 2332 
 
Dear Governor Haslam: 
 
We urge you to veto HB2315/SB2332 (HB2315). This unconstitutional bill’s unintended 
consequences will hurt Tennesseans and damage your state’s reputation as a welcoming place. 
 
If this legislation becomes law, Tennessee law enforcement officers will be required to detain 
people without probable cause at the request of the federal government. Such detentions would 
violate both the federal and Tennessee constitutions, which prohibit unreasonable seizures.  
 
In addition, sheriffs and police departments that comply with HB2315 will expose themselves to 
potentially costly lawsuits filed by people who are unlawfully detained. Counties will be liable 
for monetary damages under Monell because HB2315 mandates a policy of detaining immigrants 
without judicial warrant or probable cause. Such cases will waste taxpayer dollars and have a 
serious impact on municipalities.1  
 
Without your veto, HB2315 also will have a damaging impact on public safety, because people 
living in immigrant communities will be distrustful of law enforcement and reluctant to 
cooperate. Everyone will be less safe because crimes will go unreported and cases unsolved. The 
impact will be far-reaching: 10 percent of Tennesseans are part of immigrant communities, either 
an immigrant themselves or a native-born citizen with at least one immigrant parent. A law that 
makes one in 10 Tennesseans afraid to interact with the police will only make law enforcement’s 
job that much harder. 
 

                                                            
1 For example, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania paid $95,000 in compensation and attorneys’ fees for 
honoring a detainer lodged against an individual. Galarza v. Szalczyk, 745 F.3d 634, 636 (3d Cir. 2014). 
Clackamas County, Oregon paid a similar amount for honoring a single detainer. Miranda-Olivares v. 
Clackamas County, No. 3-12-cv-02317 (D. Or. Apr. 11, 2014).  
Enforcing immigration laws is expensive even without considering litigation costs. Harris County, Texas, 
for example, agreed to enforce immigration laws with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, but ended 
the agreement in February 2017 after incurring $1 million in overtime costs every two weeks. 
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HB2315 divides and weakens Tennessee communities, and sends a clear message to immigrants 
that their cultural, economic, and social contributions are not welcome in your state. Tennessee 
will join a handful of states pushed to adopt the extreme measure of requiring compliance with 
immigration detainer requests unaccompanied by a judicial warrant. 
 
HB2315 is not a commonsense answer to a broken immigration system. It is an extremist bill 
promoted by a Washington, D.C.-based anti-immigrant hate group, the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform (FAIR). This organization has attempted to appear mainstream while 
maintaining ties to white nationalist figures and a mission founded on the idea that the United 
States must maintain a white majority. FAIR’s founder expressed the idea this way: “I’ve come 
to the point of view that for European-American society and culture to persist requires a 
European-American majority, and a clear one at that.”2 More recently, FAIR’s president said that 
without a moratorium on immigration, “we’re going to lose everything about what it means to be 
an American.”3 FAIR testified in support of HB2315 as part of its campaign to push legislatures 
to adopt extremist policies. 
 
These are not the values expressed in our Constitution. But they are the values expressed by this 
legislation.  
 
We ask you to veto HB2315. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Naomi Tsu 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
 

                                                            
2 John Tanton, letter to eugenicist and ecology professor Garrett Hardin (now deceased), Dec. 1993. 
3 Dan Stein video message, Dec. 2015. 
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