
Bills introduced to commandeer local resources and limit 
local discretion.  
Why local law enforcement should oppose SB0155 and SB0507.  

SB0507 (Gardenhire)/HB0687(Van Huss) 
 
Requires mayors and chief law enforcement 
officers to swear an oath to uphold and “use 
all necessary efforts to assist the United 
States in the enforcement of all criminal and 
immigration laws,” essentially mandating the 
expenditure of local resources to participate in 
even voluntary programs and requests.  
 
If an agency is found to be in violation or does not 
submit an oath, the non-compliant municipality will 
be denied all sales tax revenue for a mandatory 
minimum of 12 months.  
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Existing state and federal laws require all local governments and law enforcement agencies to comply with 
federal immigration law. SB0155 and SB0507 are sweeping and extreme measures to coerce localities to 
fully participate in federal immigration enforcement, including complying with voluntary requests and 
programs. These bills set a dangerous precedent for undermining local law enforcement’s ability to make 
common-sense public safety decisions and legislating unfunded mandates requiring localities to bear the 
risk and cover the cost of federal immigration enforcement.  

What the bills say:  
SB0155(Green)/HB0271(Goins) 
 
Prohibits all state and local law enforcement, 
including campus police, from adopting any 
policies that limit their participating in even 
voluntary immigration enforcement programs – 
even informal policies about how police 
interact with residents. This bill even forces 
localities to practice warrantless detention by 
prohibiting them to ask for a warrant when ICE 
requests to hold a detainee for deportation.   
 
Under SB0155/HB0271, any resident of the state 
can make a complaint against any official and if 
found in violation, all state funding will be withheld 
from the responsible agency. While this bill urges 
all agencies to “vigorously pursue all federal 
moneys to which the state may be entitled for the 
reimbursement of moneys spent to enforce federal 
immigration laws,” federal reimbursement for costs 
of apprehending and detaining undocumented 
immigrants is extremely limited because many of 
these programs are based on the voluntary 
cooperation of local law enforcement (1). 
Furthermore, counties alone will bear the risk for 
civil rights violations, such as warrantless 
detention. 
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Take away local discretion: Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents can make 
countless requests to localities that are completely voluntary – including honoring requests to detain 
immigrants who are otherwise eligible for release and providing free office space and equipment to 
use within a local jail. These decisions about whether or not to comply with these voluntary requests 
are best left to local jurisdictions who know what works for their communities and who know where 
resources should be allocated. Because of the above, the International Association of Chiefs of Police 
issued a public statement on January 27th, 2017 saying that it would “strongly oppose any initiative 
that would mandate that state and local law enforcement agencies play a role in the enforcement of 
federal immigration law”(2). 

Commandeering of critical resources for the work of the federal government: 
Local agencies do not possess the adequate resources to enforce federal laws. Mandating the 
commandeering of local agencies and resources for the work of the federal government and 
threatening to withhold funding is an overreach by the state government. In the past, programs that 
entangle local law enforcement with federal immigration activities have come at a high cost to the 
localities. For example, taxpayers in San Bernardino, CA, have spent an estimated $54.5 million to jail 
undocumented immigrants since 2004, but federal officials have reimbursed the county only $6.7 
million in that time. The county suspended its 287(g) program in 2014 (3).  
 
Increase liability of local law enforcement for federal immigration actions: These 
bills would require localities to detain individuals, bear the risk, and foot the bill. For example, in 2014, 
Clackamas County Oregon was successfully sued by Ms. Miranda-Olivares after the county complied 
with an ICE detainer that violated Ms. Miranda-Olivares 4th amendment rights (4). As a result, over 
300 localities have started requiring a judicial warrant in order to detain immigrants on behalf of ICE. 
Furthermore, ICE regularly detains and deports even U.S. citizens without ever providing 
constitutional rights afforded to them such as proper hearing or a lawyer. Just in 2010, more than 
4,000 U.S. citizens been caught up in the deportation pipeline due to local authorities being tasked to 
enforce federal immigration laws (5).  

Undermine public safety and community policing: The blanket cooperation with federal 
immigration enforcement inevitably leads to creating pockets in the local community where crimes will 
go unreported, reliance and trust in the police drops, and community safety is compromised. This 
affects not just immigrants but everyone involved, and especially, the local police who are tasked to 
protect and serve in these areas on a day-to-day basis.  
 
 
	  

	  What the Bills Could Do:  

(1) See for example: Edward F. Ramos, “Fiscal Impact Analysis of 
Miami-Dade’s Policy on “Immigration Detainers.” July 15, 2013. 
Available here: http://bit.ly/2iDr5Hd  
(2) See here: http://bit.ly/2lrA3ce  
(3) Joe Nelson, “U.S. Illegal Immigration Program Costing County,” 
The Sun News, November 7, 2009. Available here: 
http://bit.ly/2lrkNMq   
(4) See Miranda-Olivares v. Clackamas County, 12-CV-02317-ST, 
2014 WL 1414305, at *3 (Apr. 11, 2014) 
(5) Meredith Hoffman, “The US Keeps Mistakenly Deporting Its Own 
Citizens”, (March 8, 2016), https://goo.gl/CTDllQ 
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