
WHAT YOU 
NEED TO 

KNOW 
ABOUT 
PUBLIC  
CHARGE:

The Trump administration is proposing 
making changes to a rule that could impact 

certain immigrants’ access to health, 
nutrition, or housing benefits. The proposed 
rule, “Public Charge”, is another cruel attack 
on hard working immigrant families, forcing 

them to choose between their health and 
well-being and their future in this country. 

TOP 6 THINGS TO KNOW: 
What is the “public charge” rule? Public charge is a test 
that the U.S. government uses to determine if immigrants 
applying for green cards will become dependent on the 
government as their main source of support. In the past, 
the rule was applied very narrowly - denying green cards 
to people who use cash benefits or institutional long-term 
care - but the Trump administration is proposing to 
expand the list of benefits that can be used against 
immigrants applying for a green card.  For more 
information about what benefits are now included, go to: 
http://bit.ly/publicchargeTN

This is only a proposal, the 
rule has not changed yet:  The 
rule must undergo a 60 day 
public comment period, and 
the Trump administration 
must review all the comments 
before implementing the 
policy.  The 60 day period 
begins on Wednesday October 
10th. 
 

Not everyone is affected by the proposed rule: If you 
are a U.S. citizen, green card holder, or refugee, then 
the rule does NOT apply to you. For all other 
immigration statuses, it’s important that you consult 
with a trusted attorney before making any decisions 
about the public benefits to which you are legally 
entitled. 

The proposed rule change is 
forward-looking: The proposed 
rule will only consider benefits 
that are used after the rule is in 
effect. Therefore, there may be 
no upside to dis-enrolling  from 
public benefits now. 

Talk to your lawyer: If you have questions about the 
rule or think you may be affected, talk to a trusted 
attorney. Families need to make individual 
determinations based on their unique circumstances. 
If you need a referral, call the Tennessee Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights Coalition at 615.414.1030.

Submit public comments: 
We will have 60 days to 
submit comments once the 
rule has been posted. Stay 
tuned for more information on 
how to submit public 
comments and defend 
immigrant families. 
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