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On April 5, 97 people were arrested and detained in a meatpacking plant in Bean Station, TN. It was 
the country’s largest immigration workplace raid in over a decade. Ninety-seven members of our 
community were arrested and are now facing deportation, and 54 of them are currently detained. 
Thirty-two were released from custody but remain in removal proceedings. Eleven are being held on 
state and federal charges. This is a crisis and a traumatic experience for all who have been impacted.  
 

 
 
The numbers from the aftermath of the East TN raid show the scale of the crisis: 

● 500 to 600 children were absent from school on the Friday that followed the raid. 
● 160 TN children have parents who were arrested and now possibly face deportation. 
● 108 TN children have parents who are now detained in Louisiana 
● As of April 11th, 300+ parents of roughly 700 children have signed Powers of Attorney 

documents in the week since the raid. 
● The number of children absent from school and of parents seeking to establish guardianship 

for the children in case of deportation show that the trauma of the April 5th raid extend well 
past the 97 families directly affected. 

 
A body of research has established that immigration enforcement actions and deportations 
have a harmful impact on the health, academic performance, and well-being of children.  

● A child’s risk of mental health trauma, including depression, anxiety, or severe psychological 
distress increases following the detention and/or deportation of a parent.  1

● A majority of children experienced at least four adverse behavioral changes in the six 
months following a raid or arrest. Compared to the previous six months, children cried or 
were afraid more often; changed their eating or sleeping habits; and/or were more anxious, 
withdrawn, clingy, angry, or aggressive.  2

● A study of immigration enforcement in six U.S. locations between 2006 and 2009 found that 
families lost 40 to 90 percent of their income, or an average of 70 percent, within six months 
of a parent’s immigration related arrest, detention, or deportation.  3

1 Randy Capps et al., Deferred Action for Unauthorized Immigrant Parents: Analysis of DAPA's Potential Effects on Families and Children 
(Washington, DC: Migration Policy Institute, 2016), 19, https://bit.ly/2Hzx9y4  
2 Ajay Chaudry et al., Facing Our Future: Children in the Aftermath of Immigration Enforcement (Washington, DC: The Urban Institute, 
2010), 41- 42, http://www.urban.org/research/publication/facing-our-future/view/full_report  
3 See footnote 1 
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Schools can be a critical resource in supporting students in processing the impacts of 
immigration enforcement actions and minimizing emotional trauma and harm. Our education 
system must play an important role in addressing the threat of mass deportations and the impacts 
of family separation, including providing counseling support, passing policies to ensure that schools 
are not used as a tool in deportations, and ensuring parents, school administrators and students 
know their rights. They should also ensure that teachers and front line staff are equipped with basic 
information and resources to support and refer students. They also could consider hosting a 
website of service and resources, or develop a system of referrals. 
 
Recommendation: We urge the Tennessee Department of Education, the Tennessee 
Commission on Children and Youth, and other public agencies to investigate the impact of 
the April 5th immigration raid on local children and families, offer capacity and resources to 
the local school district in responding to this crisis, and develop plans for immediate 
intervention in the event of future immigration enforcement operations of this scale.  
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