Please Urge Governor Bredesen
to Veto SB1141/HB670 

SB1141 requires jailers to make a determination of immigration status themselves, with no training or funding provided; it represents a significant shift in responsibilities and is not simply an information-sharing bill  
· Jailers will be required to review the immigration and citizenship documents of every person who “is arrested…for any period." 
· Jailers will be required to send booking information to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for every person whose immigration or citizenship status cannot be determined. 
· Without training in immigration documents or access to federal databases, jailers will be forced to do one of two things:
· Flood ICE with the booking documents of every person arrested without a birth certificate or passport; or
· Profile people based on race, ethnicity, and national origin, and only inspect the documents of people who look or sound foreign-born
SB1141 calls for written implementation procedures, but NOT the training necessary to comply with the TN Racial Profiling Prevention Act
· The TN Racial Profiling Prevention Act prohibits “the detention, interdiction or other disparate treatment of an individual solely on the basis of their actual or perceived race, color, ethnicity, national origin or religion.” 
· According to amended Senate bill, the “Tennessee peace officer standards and training commission shall develop a standardized written procedure for verifying citizenship status”; but without training on immigration documents and immigration law, jailers will be forced to treat people differently based solely on their perceived race, ethnicity, and national origin. 
· When communities participate in a 287(g) program, designated officers receive 5 weeks of federal training in immigration law and documents, and on the civil rights concerns with immigration processing. They also have access to a real-time immigration database. 
· Last year, the Tennessean reported that the Davidson County Sheriff detained a US Citizen (by birth) for several weeks and processed him for deportation. The attorney from the National Immigration Law Center summarized the underlying issue well: "Despite what people think, there aren't always single documents that prove immigration status, and citizenship status is often very complex," said Joan Friedland.  

SB1141 does not deliver any benefits of the 287(g) program, and conflicts with a new program from Immigration and Customs Enforcement—Secure Communities
1. Unlike the 287(g) program in Davidson County, Sb1141 does not grant any additional immigration authority, access to federal immigration databases, or training in immigration documents. Without federal training or authority, jailers will be exposed to civil rights lawsuits and have no federal protections. 
1. On May 27, 2009, President Obama announced that the Secure Communities program would be expanded to every jail in the country by 2013.  Under this program, local jailers will enter every person into a federal, immigration database and ICE will retain all enforcement responsibility. Because they lack the necessary training, local jailers will not be authorized to inspect immigration documents themselves to determine immigration status.
