
 

What’s Happening with DACA & the Dream Act? 
 

1. DACA is at immediate risk. 
Tennessee and nine other state attorneys general have given President Trump until                       

September 5th, 2017 to end the DACA program or they would sue. If they filed a lawsuit                                 
against DACA, it would go to the same anti-immigrant Texas court that stopped DAPA, the                             
2014 executive action for undocumented parents. This is the most serious threat to the                           
DACA program we’ve ever faced. 

2. For now, DACA is still in effect. 
Nothing has happened to the program yet. If you have DACA, nothing has changed                           

about your status. If you are nearing your renewal deadline or are thinking about applying                             
for the first time, please contact TIRRC at 615-414-1030 or contact an attorney you trust to                               
talk more about your options. 

3. The Dream Act has been filed. 
Alarmed by the very real possibility that DACA will no longer exist, two Senators                           

have introduced the Dream Act of 2017 to provide a more permanent solution and                           
pathway to citizenship for many undocumented youth. The bill has a long way to go before                               
it can become law. It will have to be approved by both the Senate and the House and then                                     
signed by the president. 

4. The Dream Act could come at a huge cost. 
The US Congress is incredibly conservative this year and filled with anti-immigrant                       

extremists. By filing a bill to protect Dreamers, there is a risk that some members of                               
Congress would demand that the bill include anti-immigrant measures -- they could say                         
that in exchange for saving DACA youth, we need to increase deportations of their parents,                             
or reduce legal immigration, or any other number of anti-immigrant ideas. We need to                           
make sure our members of Congress support a clean version of the Dream Act, and don’t                               
hold the future of 800,000 DACA recipients hostage to advance their anti-immigrant                       
agenda. 

5. Trump must keep DACA in place, even while Congress debates the Dream Act. 
The Dream Act is a positive step and shows that there is bipartisan support for                             
undocumented youth and DACA. But, legislation or not, the president must keep DACA in                           
place and protect undocumented youth.  

6. Now is the time to organize. 
It was the powerful organizing by immigrant youth that won DACA in 2012, and it                             

will be fearless youth that will defend the program. We need to organize a massive                             
movement of DACA recipients and everyone that supports us - our teachers, employers,                         
friends, and neighbors. Join TIRRC and the campaign to #DefendDACA now! 

7. Our fight is bigger than DACA. 
Immigrant youth will not be used to target other immigrant communities or be                         

pitted against their families. It’s not just DACA that is at risk, but other programs including                               
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and the refugee resettlement program. 

2195 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 
615-833-0384 | www.tnimmigrant.org 


